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Throughout history, Ukraine had to fight to rule itself.
In the 1300s, Lithuania controlled most of the country.
After 1569, Poland took over. In 1648, a group of locals
called the Cossacks fought against the Polish. They
won and formed a new state.

By the 1700s, Russia was the next country to take
over Ukraine. By 1922, Ukraine was part of the
Soviet Union. Ukrainians were not allowed to own
businesses or choose their own jobs. The government
took their land and many went hungry.
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To honor Ukraine’s independence,

Kiev’s main square was named
Independence Square.
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